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Board of Directors 
West Central Ohio Port Authority 
3130 E Main St. Ste 2B 
Springfield, OH 45505 
 
 
We have reviewed the Independent Auditor’s Report of the West Central Ohio Port Authority, 
Clark County, prepared by BHM CPA Group, Inc., for the audit period January 1, 2019 through 
December 31, 2019.  Based upon this review, we have accepted these reports in lieu of the audit 
required by Section 117.11, Revised Code.  The Auditor of State did not audit the accompanying 
financial statements and, accordingly, we are unable to express, and do not express an opinion on 
them.   
 
Our review was made in reference to the applicable sections of legislative criteria, as reflected by 
the Ohio Constitution, and the Revised Code, policies, procedures and guidelines of the Auditor 
of State, regulations and grant requirements.  The West Central Ohio Port Authority is 
responsible for compliance with these laws and regulations. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Keith Faber 
Auditor of State 
Columbus, Ohio 
 
October 14, 2020  
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Independent Auditor’s Report 

West Central Ohio Port Authority 

Clark County  

3130 E.  Main Street 

Springfield, Ohio 45505 

Members of the Board of Directors: 

Report on the Financial Statements 

We have audited the accompanying financial statements of the business-type activities of the West Central 

Ohio Port Authority, Clark County, Ohio (the Port Authority), as of and for the year ended December 31, 

2019, and the related notes to the financial statements, which collectively comprise the Port Authority’s 

basic financial statements as listed in the table of contents.   

Management's Responsibility for the Financial Statements 

Management is responsible for preparing and fairly presenting these financial statements in accordance with 

accounting principles generally accepted in the United States of America; this includes designing, 

implementing, and maintaining internal control relevant to preparing and fairly presenting financial statements 

that are free from material misstatement, whether due to fraud or error.  

Auditor's Responsibility 

Our responsibility is to opine on these financial statements based on our audit. We audited in accordance with 

auditing standards generally accepted in the United States of America and the financial audit standards in the 

Comptroller General of the United States’ Government Auditing Standards. Those standards require us to plan 

and perform the audit to reasonably assure the financial statements are free from material misstatement.  

An audit requires obtaining evidence about financial statement amounts and disclosures. The procedures 

selected depend on our judgment, including assessing the risks of material financial statement misstatement, 

whether due to fraud or error. In assessing those risks, we consider internal control relevant to the Port 

Authority’s preparation and fair presentation of the financial statements in order to design audit procedures that 

are appropriate in the circumstances, but not to the extent needed to opine on the effectiveness of the Port 

Authority’s internal control. Accordingly, we express no opinion. An audit also includes evaluating the 

appropriateness of management’s accounting policies and the reasonableness of their significant accounting 

estimates, as well as our evaluation of the overall financial statement presentation. 

We believe the audit evidence we obtained is sufficient and appropriate to support our audit opinions. 
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Opinion 

In our opinion, the financial statements, referred to above present fairly, in all material respects, the financial 

position of the business-type activities of the West Central Ohio Port Authority, Clark County, Ohio, as of 

December 31, 2019, and the changes in financial position and, where applicable, cash flows, thereof, for the 

year then ended in accordance with the accounting principles generally accepted in the United States of 

America.  

Other Matters 

Required Supplementary Information 

Accounting principles generally accepted in the United States of America require this presentation to include 

Management’s discussion and analysis listed in the table of contents to supplement the basic financial 

statements. Although this information is not part of the basic financial statements, the Governmental 

Accounting Standards Board considers it essential for placing the basic financial statements in an appropriate 

operational, economic, or historical context. We applied certain limited procedures to the required 

supplementary information in accordance with auditing standards generally accepted in the United States of 

America, consisting of inquiries of management about the methods of preparing the information and 

comparing the information for consistency with managements responses to our inquiries, to the basic financial 

statements, and other knowledge we obtained during our audit of the basic financial statements. We do not 

opine or provide any assurance on the information because the limited procedures do not provide us with 

sufficient evidence to opine or provide any other assurance.  

Other Reporting Required by Government Auditing Standards 

In accordance with Government Auditing Standards, we have also issued our report dated July 10, 2020, on 

our consideration of the Port Authority’s internal control over financial reporting and our tests of its 

compliance with certain provisions of laws, regulations, contracts and grant agreements and other matters.  

That report describes the scope of our internal control testing over financial reporting and compliance, and the 

results of that testing, and does not opine on internal control over financial reporting or on compliance.  That 

report is an integral part of an audit performed in accordance with Government Auditing Standards in 

considering the Port Authority’s internal control over financial reporting and compliance.  

BHM CPA Group Inc. 

Piketon, Ohio 

July 10, 2020 
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 WEST CENTRAL OHIO PORT AUTHORITY  
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NOTES TO THE BASIC FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 
FOR THE YEAR ENDED DECEMBER 31, 2019 
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7. CONTINGENT LIABILITIES

Per an agreement signed on January 3, 1991, between the Indiana and Ohio Central Railroad and
the Port Authority, the Port Authority agrees to repay the IORY contribution of $116,170 toward the
purchase of the railroad, upon the occurrence of any of the following conditions:

 Should the IORY no longer provide rail service for the line after the line remains unused for a
period of twelve months,

 Should the railroad be sold, abandoned, or otherwise disposed of, the Port Authority will
repay the IORY an amount equal to 4.04% of the net proceeds of the sale, or

 The Port Authority will repay the $116,170 to IORY within three months of operation of the
line by someone other than IORY.

There is no liability provision for any of these occurrences in the financial statements due to the 
remoteness of the occurrences. 

8. RISK MANAGEMENT

The Port Authority is covered by general liability and public official liability insurance with the
County Risk Sharing Authority. Coverage with a private carrier provides, bonding, liability insurance
on the rails, right-of-way, theft and property damage. The Port Authority is co-insured with Indiana
and Ohio Railroad for any operational liability.

There has been no significant reduction in coverage in relation to the prior year.  Settled claims
have not exceeded commercial coverage in any of the last three years.

9. RELATED PARTY

The Port Authority billed $41,860 for maintenance fees to Heritage Cooperative in 2019.  Wes
Bahan, a board member of the Port Authority, is an employee of Heritage Cooperative.

10. ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT PROJECTS

Topre America, Inc.

In 2017, the Port Authority entered into an agreement with Topre America Corporation to facilitate
the construction and equipping of a 175,000 square foot manufacturing facility to be located in the
City of Springfield. Under the terms of the agreement, the Port Authority entered into a ground
lease and project lease with Topre America, under which Topre America is responsible for
obtaining financing and completing the construction of the building. Under the terms of the ground
and project leases, the Port Authority is explicitly relieved of any obligation to maintain the building,
undertake any capital repairs, or expend funds in connection with the building. Upon completion,
the building title will be transferred to the Port Authority, and the Port Authority will lease the
building back to Topre America. Under this lease, Topre America will make rental payments of $1
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Independent Auditor’s Report on Internal Control over Financial Reporting and on 
Compliance and other Matters Required by Government Auditing Standards 

West Central Ohio Port Authority 

Clark County  

3130 E. Main Street  

Springfield, Ohio 45505  

Members of the Board of Directors: 

We have audited, in accordance with auditing standards generally accepted in the United States and the 

Comptroller General of the United States’ Government Auditing Standards,  the financial statements of 

the business-type activities of the West Central Ohio Port Authority, Clark County, Ohio, (the Port 

Authority) as of and for the year ended December 31, 2019, and the related notes to the financial 

statements, which collectively comprise the Port Authority’s basic financial statements and have issued 

our report thereon dated July 10, 2020.  

Internal Control over Financial Reporting 

As part of our financial statement audit, we considered the Port Authority’s internal control over financial 

reporting (internal control) to determine the audit procedures appropriate in the circumstances to the 

extent necessary to support our opinions on the financial statements, but not to the extent necessary to 

opine on the effectiveness of the Port Authority’s internal control.  Accordingly, we have not opined on it.  

A deficiency in internal control exists when the design or operation of a control does not allow 

management or employees, when performing their assigned functions, to prevent, or detect and timely 

correct misstatements.  A material weakness is a deficiency, or combination of internal control 

deficiencies resulting in a reasonable possibility that internal control will not prevent or detect and timely 

correct a material misstatement of the Port Authority’s financial statements.  A significant deficiency is a 

deficiency, or a combination of deficiencies, in internal control that is less severe than a material 

weakness, yet important enough to merit attention by those charged with governance.   

Our consideration of internal control was for the limited purpose described in the first paragraph of this 

section and was not designed to identify all internal control deficiencies that might be material 

weaknesses or significant deficiencies. Given these limitations, we did not identify any deficiencies in 

internal control that we consider material weaknesses.  However, unidentified material weaknesses may 

exist. 
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Members of the Board of Directors  
West Central Ohio Port Authority 
Independent Auditor's Report on Internal Control over Financial Reporting and on Compliance and 
Other Matters Required by Government Auditing Standards 
Page 2 

Compliance and Other Matters 

As part of reasonably assuring whether the Port Authority’s financial statements are free of material 

misstatement, we tested its compliance with certain provisions of laws, regulations, contracts, and grant 

agreements, noncompliance with which could directly and materially affect the determination of financial 

statement amounts.  However, opining on compliance with those provisions was not an objective of our 

audit and accordingly, we do not express an opinion.  The results of our tests disclosed no instances of 

noncompliance or other matters we must report under Government Auditing Standards.  

Purpose of this Report 

This report only describes the scope of our internal control and compliance testing and our testing results, 

and does not opine on the effectiveness of the Port Authority’s internal control or on compliance.  This 

report is an integral part of an audit performed under Government Auditing Standards in considering the 

Port Authority’s internal control and compliance.  Accordingly, this communication is not suitable for 

any other purpose. 

BHM CPA Group Inc. 
Piketon, Ohio 

July 10, 2020 
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